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Introduction

• About SEIA
• Solar industry update
• Public Support for Solar-friendly policies
• Ohio & Midwest Solar Statistics
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About SEIA
• U.S. National Trade Association for Solar Energy

• 1,000 member companies from across 50 states
• Largest companies in the world as well as small 

installers
• Represent the full value chain
• Since 1974

• Our Mission: Build a strong solar industry to power 
America

• Goal of 10 GW of annual installations by 2016
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Solar is an Economic Engine

• Nearly 174,000 American workers in solar – more than 
double the number in 2009 – at 8,000 companies across 
the country
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Investment in Solar has increased 10x since 2006 
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Growth in Solar led by Falling Prices
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Solar in America: Strong and Getting Stronger
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32% of Electric Capacity Installed in 2014 from Solar
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Solar Increasingly Important Part of Generation Mix
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Source: SEIA/GTM Research U.S. Solar Market Insight Q3 2014 
greentechmedia.com/research/ussmi
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Broad Public Support for Solar
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• Gallup poll shows 91% of 
Americans want the U.S. to 
place more emphasis, or 
the same emphasis, on 
solar development.

• Solar was the only energy 
source to see an increase 
in support over the last two 
years.

• Solar received support 
from 70% of republicans, 
83% of independents and 
82% of democrats. No 
other energy source 
received more support 
across party lines. Access at: http://tinyurl.com/p4r69ql

http://t.co/NhD9KOzb5J


Broad Public Support for Solar
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SEIA Policy Priorities: Federal & Trade

• Investment Tax Credit
– Preserve and Extend at 30% Beyond 2016
– Modify to include Commence Construction

• Preserve MACRS
• Project Finance

– Increase tax equity pool through PWI authority and 
CRA

– Expand MLPs to include renewable energy
• Lead effort to resolve U.S.-China trade 

conflict
• Solar codes and safety standards
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SEIA State Policy Priorities

• Renewable Portfolio Standards
– Defend and expand state RPS programs
– advocate for inclusion of Solar Heating & Cooling (SHC)

• Expand policies to support Distributed 
Generation (DG)
– NEM, rate design and incentives
– Third party ownership; tax issues; 
– Community Solar

• Grid Integration
– Outreach & education to key policymakers
– Research and address key issues

• Industry Leadership
– Drive new markets through EPA’s Clean Power Plan
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Why are Renewable Policies Popular?
• RPS provisions have been adopted by 29 states and NEM provisions 

by 44 states
• RPS and NEM support in-state economic development 

(manufacturing, construction & installation)
– Ohio’s 4,300 solar jobs include First Solar manufacturing plant in Perrysburg 
– A coalition of 11 manufacturers and energy service companies—including Honda, 

Honeywell, Whirlpool, and Ingersoll Rand—argued in a letter to Ohio state senators 
that the Renewable standards fostered competitiveness by keeping utility costs 
stable and low.  

– Another coalition of 51 companies and 24 organizations argued in a letter to Gov. 
Kasich that the standards stimulated in-state investments and created jobs.

• Solar power is a hedge against future energy prices and price volatility
– Utility-scale solar systems are cost-competitive with coal and natural gas
– Rooftop systems save ratepayers money on utility bills and make bills more 

predictable

• NEM is easily understood by customers who want to use their property 
to produce their own energy

• Local air benefits
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Georgia Solar Power Free Market Financing Act 
of 2015
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Georgetown, Texas: 100% Wind & Solar
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Ohio Solar
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• There are 216 companies in Ohio providing jobs in the 
solar industry, employing 4,300 people.  These companies 
include:
– 93 manufacturers, 57 manufacturing facilities, 62 

contractor/installers, 14 project developers, 11 distributors, and 36 
companies engaged in other solar activities including financing, 
engineering and legal support. 

• Ohio’s 102 MW ranks the state 20th in the country in 
installed solar capacity. 

• In 2014, Ohio installed 15 MW of solar electric capacity, 
ranking it 21st nationally, down from 16th in 2012.

• In 2014, $36 million was invested on solar installations in 
Ohio, down from $72 million in 2013. 



Ohio SREC Prices
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• Ohio law requires solar generation to reach 0.50% of total electricity generated in 
2024.  

• Our current estimate that solar generation is about ~0.1% of energy consumed
• Solar installations in both Ohio and adjacent states are eligible to participate in the 

Ohio SREC market.
• By early 2014, Ohio market was oversupplied, thus prices down. Prices remain low, 

around $50.
• The OH SACP is set 

at $300 per SREC 
for 2013, declining at
$50 bi-annually to a 
minimum of $50 in 
2024.  SB 310 
froze the SACP for 
two years.

• Total SREC spending
on 102 MW of Ohio
capacity ~ $10M/yr

• Total Ohio energy 
spending is about
$14.4 billion/yr



Source: SEIA/GTM Research U.S. Solar Market Insight Q4 2014 
greentechmedia.com/research/ussmi

Ohio
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Source: SEIA/GTM Research U.S. Solar Market Insight Q4 2014 
greentechmedia.com/research/ussmi

New Jersey 
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Source: SEIA/GTM Research U.S. Solar Market Insight Q4 2014 
greentechmedia.com/research/ussmi

Pennsylvania
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Source: SEIA/GTM Research U.S. Solar Market Insight Q4 2014 
greentechmedia.com/research/ussmi

Indiana
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Source: SEIA/GTM Research U.S. Solar Market Insight Q4 2014 
greentechmedia.com/research/ussmi

Illinois
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Source: SEIA/GTM Research U.S. Solar Market Insight Q4 2014 
greentechmedia.com/research/ussmi

Missouri
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Q&A

• Questions?
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